platform, let the defenders rise and let the prosecutors 
rise, for my children have announced, ‘Today is the 
New Year.’ If the court determined to declare the month 
of Elul full thirty days, so that the New Year falls on the 
next day, then the Holy One, blessed be he, says to the 
ministering angels, “Now remove the platform, remove 
the defense attorneys, remove the prosecutors, for my 
children have determined to declare Elul a full month. 
What is the proof? ‘For it is a statute for Israel, an 
ordinance of the God of Jacob’ (Ps. 81:5). If it is not a 
statute for Israel, then, as it were, it also is no ordinance 
of the God of Jacob.” 


[T] R. Qerispa in the name of R. Yohanan said, “In the 
past ‘these are the appointed seasons of the Lord.’ 
Subsequently: ‘which you shall proclaim’ (Lev. 
23:4).” 


[U] Said R. Illa, “If you designate them, ‘my appointed 
seasons’ (Lev. 23:2), then they are my appointed 
seasons, and if not they are not my appointed 
seasons.” 


[V] Said R. Simon, “‘Many things have you done, O 
Lord my God, even your wondrous works and your 
thoughts toward us’ (Ps. 40:6) — in the past many 
things have you done. Then: your works and your 
thoughts toward us.” 


[W] Said R. Levi, “It may be compared to a king 
who had a clock. When his son grew up, he 
handed it over to him.” 


[X] Said R. Yosé bar Hanina, “This may be 
compared to a king who had a bracelet. When 
his son grew up, he handed it over to him.” 


[Y] Said R. Aha, “This may be compared to a king 
who had a signet ring. When his son grew up, he 
handed it over to him.” 


[Z] Said R. Hiyya bar Abba, “This may be 
compared to a carpenter who had a set of tools. 
When his son grew up, he handed it over to 
him.” 


